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Presenting:  Jordan Levin, Motivational Speaker, founder of JLCOF or Jordan Levin Childhood Obesity Foundation
and Marty and Mollene Levin, authors of "We Were Relentless:  A Family's Journey to Overcome Disability"
Mike:  Hello and welcome everyone.  I just wanted to welcome you all.  I am Mike Wiersma, the chapter president.  We have Jordan Levin here to tell his life story and I am sure he will do other things as part of his presentation.  A couple quick notes:  the Walk4Hearing is coming up.  I would love to have you all involved in.  I have literature up here that includes a “save the date” notice for the walk.  It's not for the other events we will have, like the kick off and signing up your teams.  If you are interested in any of this, contact us and let us know that you want to be part of the Walk4Hearing.  
It's a small group tonight but it is usually like this in the summer when it warms up.  If you have questions for Jordan Levin or stuff, he may be able to answer those.  Cheri is writing up here and we have the translation as well.  With that, I will turn it over to Jordan Levin and his mother and father.  Let's welcome them.
Jordan Levin:  Can everyone hear me?  Okay.  Is it on?  Okay.  Good.  First off I want to say thank you for coming out and I hope you enjoy our presentation.  I hope you also learn something from us and that I can learn from you as well.  I am a husband, son and brother.  I am an athlete and love to play hockey, ski, and wind surf…just about anything.  You name it, I love it.  I am a graduate of MSU and am profoundly deaf.  The following is a “Reader's Digest” version of my story.
I was born 3 months premature and weighed only 31 ounces.  I had many complications and surgeries and doctors thought I would not survive.  
Marty Levin:  is this on?  When Jordan came home from the hospital, we were told to watch his development.  When babies are born that premature there are many problems.  We were not aware of his frequencies either, and we assumed that he could hear.  We took him to a pediatrician at 2 years old who told us not to worry, that Jordan would speak when he was ready.  We had him evaluated anyway and were told he was profoundly deaf.  We spoke to the doctors and asked how he would learn to communicate.  After exploring a few options, we were comfortable with the oral method and wanted to pursue that.
Mollene Levin:  It was not long after that that we found a conference in Toronto.  We heard many professionals while we were there and one had a center in California.  We ended up going there and spending three weeks where we learned about Jordan and what we wanted to do.  One thing was that we needed to find a tutor in our area who understood the method.  We were also told to treat him the same as anyone else.
We were told to also do daily lessons.  The director of the center told us that if anyone told us that our hearing impaired child could not do something we were not to believe it.  That is something that stuck with us.  Jordan is now 33 years old.
Jordan Levin:  one of the things that we did first was that I was treated like everyone else.  My parents took that and stuck with their ideals.  Also, just because you put hearing aids on someone it does not mean that they will be able to associate sounds.  I had to be taught how to listen and associate sounds.  My parents took me outside and made me listen to different things, like birds chirping, a fire engine going by, etc.  I learned to associate sounds that way.  My mom would ask "do you hear the police car?"  I did not at first and it was hard.  
In addition to that, we also had daily speech lessons.  I was such a hyperactive kid that I could barely sit still for five minutes and they had to chase me around the house to sit down for the lessons.  Thirty minutes later they were still trying to hold me down and teach me speech!
A couple of quick examples of things that they had to do..... The word "put".  You put your hand up and you should be able to feel the "p" on the hand.  It was hard for me.  They took a lit candle and put it in front of me so when I said the word with the right emphasis I knew I was doing it correctly.  You also have to have correct tongue placement.  I loved chocolate so they put chocolate syrup on the top of my mouth so if I said something correctly I would taste the chocolate.
The next example is that I had a tendency to over-emphasize when I would speak.  My dad would tape my nose and chin and mouth so that I could not move my mouth when I was talking.  
Marty:  fortunately no one called Social Services.
Mollene:  I just want to say here that I did not approve of that at the time, but I have to admit it worked!
Jordan:  lipreading came very naturally to me.  Obviously you can tell that they discouraged me from lipreading.  They covered their mouths when they spoke to make sure that I would listen.  Come to find out, years later I admitted to them that there was a flaw in the way they did that.  When my dad was talking I could still see through his fingers!  She did not quite do it like that, but.....  The beauty is that all my friends and kids in school thought it was cool that I could lipread.
Marty:   lipreading was one of the ways Jordan fooled us when he was young.  He had taught himself how to lipread very efficiently.  He could distinguish the sounds when he heard them.  He learned all the visual clues on how the cheeks and eyes move when you speak.
So one time in college he had some trouble with a professor who had a mustache and beard.  He wanted us to call him to discuss this with him, but we made Jordan to it.  He had to take care of himself from a very young age.  Even with his hearing aids he hears only about 25% of a conversation.  He has been trained so well that he can even talk on the telephone.
Jordan:  Besides daily speech lessons I also had to do five new words a day as well as an idiom.  My parents were told that they had to make sure that I was on the same level as the others in my class.  We ended up doing five new words a day with idioms.  We know what it means to say “it’s raining cats and dogs”, but I took things very literally.  I had to be taught that I did not have to do that.
Marty:  At the youngest age Jordan had to teach himself all the words.  His receptive language—from us not realizing his hearing loss—lagged very far behind.  Babies hear things a million times before they are very old.  The hearing person is not aware of that, so it took us a long time to catch up.
Mollene:  Any fun family trip that we did like the zoo or Cedar Point we took pictures.  We took our Polaroid and those pictures were very valuable.  I would make two copies of the pictures, put one picture on a page in a scrapbook when we were home and put captions under them.  The books were invaluable for many reasons:  sentence structure, language in general and speech.  We tried to make things fun but it was a challenge to be creative.  There were many things to figure out.  Sometimes we would anticipate things that had not happened yet too.  
Jordan:  when I was in school we had a mock trial in social studies class.  The teacher thought that I should be excused from the exercise.  I told my parents about this and realized that this is not what we wanted.  We sat down to figure out something so I would not miss anything.  The next day we tape recorded the trial—the entire thing—and my mom transcribed it at home with an old typewriter.  She typed it all out and the three of us sat down and played out the trial at home.  
Through the years I had a difficult time writing my own papers.  My dad would help me with that.  He would edit my papers for me.  My freshman year at MSU I had to get a fax machine in the dorms so I could have my dad look them over with me.  I sent the papers to him in the office and he would make the edits and fax it back to me.  It was another solution that we had to come up with.  Ironically, later I edited the book [We Were Relentless] for my dad!
Marty:  Having Jordan be able to do that made me so proud because so many years he lagged behind.  To this day I give him my stuff before I finish.  One of the problems we did not realize was that Jordan was ADHD.  The psychologist evaluated him in 6th grade and thought it was not a problem.  But we had him try Ritalin.  His concentration was amazing!  Normally it was a half hour project just to look at an ant.  
You may think that he had no time for anything but lessons.  But we worked on a special form of time management.  He played many hockey games, meaning that we did a lot of traveling.  On the way we would test him on material for school.  If Mollene was not available, I would drive and read the material to him at the same time.  Probably not the best idea!  Jordan loved sports and we went to see the Tigers and Red Wings; between the periods we would study because it would take Jordan so long to do his work.  It would sometimes be very late at night when we were driving home so we’d stop at McDonald’s.  We would have a book in one hand and a burger in the other.
One of the best stories was that we went jogging together, me backwards reading to him while we tested him.  We have another son, Brian, who is 4 ½ years younger and we did not want to leave him out.  A reporter asked us one time if we did leave him out because so much of our focus had to be on Jordan, so we told him to all our son Brian, who is an attorney in Florida, and ask him.  Brian will tell you he never felt that way.  To this day, Jordan and Brian are very close.
Mollene:  somehow Jordan was always a very happy kid.  He is always smiling, just like today; you can ask his wife.  But he also had a mischievous side when he was a child.  This is the picture of Jordan that we picked for the cover of the book because you can see the devil in his face.  He would like to share a few stories with you.
Jordan:  I was about 3 or 4 and I went into the laundry room, got the keys to the car, popped the clutch and drove it around.  Another time about 100 yards away from me was a huge beach area; at the time I was 8 and my cousin was 9.  We saw an old boat just sitting there and wanted to fix it up.  We decided to paint it and fix the wiring and the inside.  We went to my parents’ house and found a bunch of red paint.  We painted the boat, the inside, the trailer, all of it.  We were so proud!  We went back to the house and snuck in the front to take a shower.  My dad hear us and asked what we were doing.  We finally had to admit that we painted the boat.
Marty:  needless to say I was horrified that this boat was covered in red paint.  I tried my best to wipe it off but it wasn’t working.  My sister lived down the street at the time so I grabbed my nephew and Jordan and said things to them that are probably not recommended.
At 3 years old when he had very little speech we made him speak for himself.  That played into his own self reliance.  
Jordan:  I always felt the same as everyone else.  I was never teased to my face but if I was I was confident in who I was.  Through the years I subconsciously wanted to show them how I could function.  When I was 12 I went to MSU hockey camp; I did not know anyone there but by the second day everyone was saying how much fun I was.
I was so unaware of my disability that I was about 8 or so when I saw a television show that said it was "closed captioned for the hearing impaired".  Wait a minute, I thought.  I did not know that was available.
When I was younger I did have a difficult time on the telephone so for a while we used a speaker phone.  Even though I heard maybe 30-40% what was said, I wanted to make sure I got it all.  My parents would sit next to me and mouth the words to me.  It worked great until I was about 14 when I wanted to talk to girls.  I did not want my parents to hear my conversations!  So my younger brother helped me out.
To fast forward a bit, we now have CapTel.  Does anyone have that?  It's a wonderful phone; all that is said shows up in realtime on the screen.  Having that phone has helped me, especially if I had to call Comcast or Verizon.  They have long hold times and make you talk to a lot of people.  We now have everything from CapTel to realtime captioning, texting on the phones, smart phones, etc., that make life easier.
Mollene:  in light of all that we have said, how do you view your life today?
Jordan:  always wake up with a smile on your face each day.  It dictates how your day will be.  It's also important to make a difference in someone's life.  Enjoy it.  If there is something that you don't want to do, do it anyway because you never know who you will meet.  If there is an event that I may not want to go to, you never know who you will meet.  Always have a positive attitude.  Even though it's a difficult time, there is usually a way to work it out.  We were relentless.  We were able to take many negative situations and turn them into positive ones.
I have lived in Colorado and Miami Beach.  I now own my own fitness facility.  I expanded from 300 square feet to 3000 square feet just six months ago.  It's been a lot of fun.  I also have a nonprofit foundation called the JLCOF or Jordan Levin Childhood Obesity Foundation.  It raises awareness of childhood obesity but also parent and child programs to help kids.
I would like to end with my favorite quote from Helen Keller:  “Life is an adventure.  Don't mess it up.”  We are an open book.  Literally. [pointing to We Were Relentless]
Interpreter speaking for guest:   My name is Katie Prins and I am the head of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services.  I was born premature as well.  I was born 3 months premature also.  I was in the ICU for a while and that is how I became deaf because there was too much oxygen and it affected my ears.  I grew up in San Diego California.  I used speech and sign communication as well.  I had a vocabulary of a 3 year old.  Listen to your doctor in your area, whatever is best for your child.  Enough about me.  I just wanted to let you know that we had the same path.
Mollene:  thank you, Katie.
Jordan:  she mentioned total communication.
Guest:  how do you deal with people who want to treat you like you are disabled?
Jordan:  that is a good question.  
Guest:  how do you get them to see you as a real person?  Just be yourself?
Jordan:  I just be myself each day.  I try to think of a specific way.  
Mollene:  has it ever happened—that you were treated like you were diabled?  I am curious too.
Jordan:  I was trying to think of that.  Some people talk too loud to me.  Sometimes I would say you don't have to do that.  Or I would let them do it and let them think that they were helping me.
Marty:  he never felt different so he never allowed anyone to treat him that way.  People may see his hearing aids but as soon as he starts to talk.....
Jordan:  maybe when I was younger.  You told me before that you would say to other people "speak to Jordan like you would to anyone else."  
Mollene:  when he was younger and did not have understandable speech we would set him in situations.  I would have to tell the teacher or other person about Jordan and tell them to treat him the same as others.  Don't speak louder to him.  Make sure he sees you.  If it's his turn and he does not see you, he won't get it.
When he was younger, it did happen a few times when he was not aware.  Maybe he did not just pay attention to it.  Not to say it did not happen.
Guest:  I think that you are very outgoing and determined.  That makes you proud and you don't let things bother you.  I have worked with people on this; they have problems with people treating them differently.  I tell them to say they are not disabled; they just need some help with hearing.  Their personality is important in how they handle it.
Jordan:  I could not agree more.
Marty:  any other questions?
Guest:  did any of the other parents think that you were over-parenting?  It sounds that you had so much focus on Jordan, I find that if that happens other parents say....
Marty:  no one knew anything.  When I wrote the book, even some of my closest relatives and friends did not know that he had hearing loss.  He was just like everyone else.  That was our goal.  He did not know it.  
Mollene:  When Marty wrote the book, before it was out Jordan had not read it.  I remember the first time he saw it; it was Mother's Day and we hung out together because it was raining.  He read the book in one day.  He kept asking me why he did not know things that were in the book.  Our goal was not to let him know he was different.  That was our goal.  He just knew that he could do all the sports that he wanted and had lots of buddies.
Jordan:     even my best friends did not know what my parents did.  They had no idea.  I went to games and hockey—stuff that everyone else did.
Marty:     even though he was studying until 4 AM some mornings he was still in school with his friends.  
Mollene:  we did not want him to miss anything.
Guest:  did you attend a public school and did you get services?
Jordan:    I went to a smaller elementary school.  In elementary school the principal in the school did not understand why a kid like me should attend the school.  The long and short of it is this:  my parents refused any type of services.  
Mollene:  we chose that.  We provided what he needed.  He had no services whatsoever except at MSU.  He had a realtime captionist there for one year.  
Guest:  how old is Jordan?
Mollene:  33.
Guest:  when you were raising your other son was it hard to shift gears to a child that did not need all that emphasis?
Mollene:  it was difficult for Jordan because he was deaf and ADHD.  When Brian came along Jordan did not know any differently.  We never told him he was different.  We are still very close, the four of us, to this day.  We somehow just balance it.  Jordan did not miss anything because of it.
Jordan:  I don't remember anything about not getting enough attention.  Brian lives in Miami and we are very close. 
Marty:      we still do things together as a family.  They ditch their wives and a few times a year we all go skiing together.
Mollene:    I don't think it affected him. 
Marty:    we went at it so Brian was fine and Jordan could live just like everyone else.  We did not ask him if he felt he was having problems or why he did not get a good mark of his test because of his hearing loss. 
Mollene:     we had a "you can do it" attitude.  It was difficult to leave him at swim lessons; he could not hear the instructor when he was in the water.  That was difficult as a parent, but ironically he is amazing in the water.  He loves the water!  He also plays hockey several times a week yet.
Marty:  any other questions?
Jordan:  thank you everyone!
Mike:  Jordan, thank you for coming in.  It was an inspirational story.  We appreciate all of you coming out tonight.  We have cookies and drinks over there.  We will take the summer off now and the next meeting will be the kickoff for the Walk4Hearing.  It will be at the Hyatt so watch for that coming.  Have a great summer!

